





Gospel 











Weraly. 


“ FEAR NOT}; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL 8E TO ALL PEOPLE.” 


it. 








BY THE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW-YORK. 





EDITED 


BY HENRY FITZ. 











VOL. IV. 


MR. BOSWELL’S ARTICLES. 

Agreeably to promise we publish Mr. Boswell’s 
Articles of his new faith. Our remarks are brief, 
and enclosed in brackets. 

I. “I believe Jesus Chiist is the one Jehovah, in 
divine humanity, in whom there is a sacred trinity 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 

[Jesus Christ is the Son of God. The humanity, 
the flesh and blood common to all men. See Heb. 
ii. 14. If there is any Trinity or plurality, it must 
be as extensive as the human race; for “God will 
be all in all.”’] 

Il. “That the Scriptures are divinely inspired, 
and written allegorically, having a natural and spi- 
ritual meaning.” 

(The Scriptures are a revelation of God’s word 
and will. A Testament, in which a record is made 
of God’s intentions towards his offspring, all men. 
They are from God, through the medium of his 
Son, his prophets, &c. They speak of natural and 
spiritual things. They illustrate spiritual things 
by natural figures.] 

Ill. “That man, by sin, has fallen from the pu- 
rity and order in which he was ereated, by the abuse 
of his free will, and thereby lost the moral image of 
God, that was originally impressed on his soul; and 
is by nature dead in trespasses and sins.” 

[The earthly man is and always was earthly. The 
use or abuse of his free will, or any will possessed 
by the earthly man, cannot change his nature. . The 
Potter moulded the clay to suit himself; and has 
never experiehced disappointment in one vessel 
that he has made. Did the Maker make man sub- 
ject to vanity ? When man became subject to vanity, 
was the Maker disappointed? Reason, not folly, 
ought to be the guide.]} 

IV. “That he is saved by grace, which is the di- 
vine love and mercy; through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; which is a faith that regenerates the 
heart, and is productive of charity and good works.” 

[Man, most assuredly, is saved by God’s grace, 
or favour. Not, as is madly supposed, by believing 
the creeds of Calvin, Luther, Hopkins, Arminius, 
and the many bigots who have sat in judgment on 
the human race.] 

V. “That the Lord is willing to save all who re- 
pent, and never ordained any man to hell; but that 
they who are lost perish by their own rejection of 
the Lord.” 

(Christ, so say the Scriptures, “is exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour.” What! To save all who 
repent? Ans. “To give repentance unto Israel, 
and remission of sins.” For “The Son of man is 


come to save that which was lost.”) 
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VI. “I fully believe in the resurrection; that 
after death we shall arise in a spiritual body, which 
will be, in every respect, like that which we now 
have.” 

[In the resurrection, (see 1 Cor. xv.) we shall be 
changed. We shall have a body as different from 
the body we now have, as spirit is different from 


gross matter, and incorruption from corruption. It 
will be different in every respect.] 

VIL. “ That after death man goes to a state suit- 
able to his condition, and either enjoys eternal plea- 
sure in the presence of God and holy angels, or 
eternal wretchedness with miserable spirits: as his 
life has been good or evil.” 

[“ Eternal wretchedness with miserable spirits,” is 
not suitable to the condition of any creature who 
has any feeling or consciousness. The doctrine 
which teaches this wicked conclusion, is only suit- 
able for devils.) 

VIII. “That baptism and the Lord’s supper are 
of the Lord’s appointment; not essential nor spirit- 
ual, but representative of spiritual things; and that 
God may be worshipped acceptably with or without 
form. John i. 33. &c.” 

[The eighth article is a very harmless produc- 
tion. .It is quite neutral.) 

IX. “That there is in the soul of man the fire 
and light of God, though lodged in a state of hid- 
denness, till discovered by the providence and grace 
of God.” 

[This article is at open war with the seventh. 
Sending the fire and light of God to an endless 
hell, is impiously wicked and fvolish.] 

X. “I believe in what is termed free communion, 
and that true religion teaches us to extend the hand 
of charity to all good men, of whatever name they 
may be called.” 

{“ Charity,” says the good book, “ never faileth.” 
Mr. B.’s charity is not of the true stamp. It is 
hatred.) 

XI. “That carnal warfare is strictly forbidden, 
and altogether incompatible with the religion of 
Christ.” 

[We are of opinion, that the worst and most car- 
nal warfare, is the consigning our neighbours to an 
endless hell! - Mr. B. bas shifted the shoe on the 
other foot. Mr. B., as is common with those who 
believe and teach the traditions of men, altered the 
Scriptures a little to favour his charity, we presume. 
Making Isa. Ixvi. 24, read “the worm shall never 
die,” for not die! This is a poor commencement. 
We wish him all success in the truth ; and all con- 
fusion in error. Mr. B. in his book advises the peo- 





ple of his charge, to “seek an internal evidence of 
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d assurer them that “they will 


their adoption ;” an 


always find a witness in their favour.” There never 
was a Pharisee yet but could find a witness in a 
corrupt and wicked heart, which would testify in 
his own favour, and damn his neighbour for ever.} 


—g>— 
REMARKS ON UNIVERSALIST. 
(See last Number of the Gospel Herald, pp. 77,78.) 

We are much obliged to our correspondent, who 
styles himself a “ Universalist,” for saving us the 
trouble of furnishing a confutation of his sentiments. 
He asks, “ Mr. Editor, where is your good natural 
man now, &c. ? Answer. We find him standing bolt 
upright in the first paragraph of your communica- 
tion, as follows—“ This mortal body, taken in the 
abstract, is as sinless a thing as a tree, or any inani- 
mate substance. It may be merely the instrument 
of righteousness or unrighteousness, accordingly as 
it is actuated by an inward principle.” You will 
please to recollect, that when this “ sinless mortal 
body is actuated by an inward principle” which is 
unnatural, the man “ is without natural affection,” 
and is no longer good in his conduct, in any quali- 
fied sense whatever. We have only the testimony 
of God to support us, in addition to our correspond- 
ents assent, that when man was made, &c. God pio- 
nounced him good! Our correspondent will also 
please to recollect, that it is not the “ affections” of 
the man we speak of, when we say the man by na- 
ture, that is, with the nature God made him, is good, 
but the man himself; the creature, as he came from 
the hagd of the Creator. Our correspondent will 
be careful, we hope, and not accuse a good God of 
making an “old corrupt man.” It is when the 
good man that God made becomes evil, that he is 
corrupt. How is man corrupt? Answer. In his 
thoughts, and in his ways. Just the same as water, 
a pure element, is corrupted by the assimilation of 
foreign ingredients, which corrupt the water by as- 
sociation, witheut changing one original quality of 
the pure element. See Rom. iii. “They are all 
gone out of the way.” Now they must have been 
in the way, or they could not have gone out of it. 
“ They are together become unprofitable.” Once they 
were not unprofitable. “ Their tongues have used 
deceit.” Not their tongues are deceit. “ The poi- 
son of asps is under their lips.” Not their lips are 
poison. “Destruction and misery are in their ways.” 
Not, destruction and misery are in man. 

To the reader, whoever he may be, we say, 
Friend, how came you here ? Was it by your own 
accord ? Were you consulted, and have you a wick- 
ed nature, of your own selection and choice 2 If this is 
the case, and you were possessed of ability to choose 
and arrange the manner of your existence better 
than you have done, you are only reaping the re- 
ward of your own folly. But you know, this is not 
the case. You found yourself in this mode of being, 
and never solicited the life you possess. You were 
sent here, per force, on an errand, and fitted by the 
Being who sent you, to perform your errand or part, 
in a manner compatible with the design of sending 
you. Nowhearken. God will never punish a stone, 
because it is not water ; nor fire, because it is not 





earth. Nor will the wise man cut down his appl: 
trees because they do not bear cherries! What say 
you, Will God torment fishes for not grazing in the 
meadows ; and make the bullock miserable, because 
he does not seek his food in the depths of the sea? 
This would be quite as wise, and just, and honour- 
able, as to torment mankind because they are just 
such creatures as God made them. We have seen 
foolish man, punish his offspring and dependents, 
when in a petulant humour, for doing precisely as 
they were ordered. This conduct is wicked and 
disgraceful. Will God do thus ? 

Reader, in common with other appetites and de- 
sires, you have the appetite of hunger. If you eat 
to excess, and produce a fever by you gluttony, will 
God damn you for ever? If so, are you tormented 
for eating, “ at all,” or for eating too much? Let 
reason speak. Your fever, the consequence of your 
gluttony, will be your punishment. Man was mad 
just right, and as he ought to be. His desires, every 
one of them, which God gave him, are good. But, 
God never implanted in the bosom of any man, the 
desire to make a fellow man miserable. This desire 
is going out of the way. Here is the root of the 
whole matter.» Mankind are seeking what they fool- 
ishly suppose to be their oven good, by making others 
miserable. A pme Calvinistic and Hopkinsian 
doctrine this. For, if God’s glory can be advanced 
by making mankind, or any part of them, miserable, 
man’s glory can be advanced by the same means. 
Strange infatuation. We find men, Divine Doctors 
too, who make a devil of their god, and then make 
devils of themselves. “ Get thee behind me, Satan ; 
thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but those that be of men.” 
Matt. xvi. 23. This may seem a little harsh to some 
delicate minds ; but there is abundance of truth in it. 

God will be glorified in the salvation of sinners. 
True. But will he not also be glorified in the dam- 
nation of sinners ? Yes, friend. Take a reason for 
it. Because the condemnation of sinners will pave 
the way for their salvation. As saith Paul, “ God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief [a state of con- 
demnation, or damnation if you like it better,} that 
he might have mercy upon all!” This is the way 
God will be glorified. Not by the endless howlings 
of miserable wretches in a hell of unmercifal cruel- 
ty, consigned to excruciating agonies, for possessing 
the desires and feelings which he gave them, and 
bestowed by an irresistible impulse, so that he might 
damn them for doing just as he decreed and com- 
pelled them to do! 

Men may write volumes, and consume ali the pa- 
per in creation, in attempts to illustrate and establish 
the systems of the devil. It is all to no purpose, 
except to support printers and paper makers, and to 
keep up the enormous salaries of pious drones, who 
hang as a dead weight on society. The whole mat- 
ter is settled in the revelation of God. Hear it. 
“ What have I required of thee, O man; but that 
thou do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy God!” Again. “Surely the wrath of man 
shall praise thee ; the remainder of wrath shalt thou 
restrain.” Man is gone out of the way. But it is 
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declared, “ All the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn unto the Lord.” Long prayers and hypo- 
critical grimace are useless. All doctrines which 
exclude any part of the human race from God's 
love, are marked with the impress of the beast, and 
prove their origin to be from hell. Religion can 
never be separated from charity or love. Charity 
or love, if it claim affinity with heaven, must extend 
to all, and embrace the whole human family. The 
love of a part, is the love of the publican and sinner. 
The love of the whole, is the love of God; and will 
continue and expand, until every bosom shall be the 
receptacle of all that can render man happy, und 
God glorious. 
—_—p>— - 
REMARK 
ON TRIUMPH OF TRUTH, BY MR. ELWALL. 

Mr. Elwall speaking of Christ, (see last Number, 
p. 76, col. 1.) says, “ God has exalted him to be a 
Prince and a Saviaur to all those that obey the pure 
doctrine which God gave him to teach,” &c. It is 
remarkable that a man of Mr. E.’s understanding 
should thus mistake the meaning and design of 
God’s redemption. The Book declares, “ He shall 
save his people from their sins.” Those “ that obey 
that pure doctrine,” are saved already. “ The 
whole need not a physician, but them that are sick.” 
This isa common error. Christ, say they, will save 
good people. Save them from what? Their good- 
ness ? That would be a pity, surely. The greater 
the sinner, the more need of salvation. 

Mr. E. adds—* Then shall we be saved, not by 
the merits of Christ ; that is another popish inven- 
tion,” &c. Not by any means, when it is properly 
understood. The merits of Christ, include all tis 
qualities, powers, and perfections. If we are saved 
by Christ, in any way or shape, we are, strictly 
speaking, saved by his merits. An impotent or cra- 
el man, will look on, unmoved, and see his fellow 
perish. A strong and merciful man, will rescue his 
fellow from danger and suffering. In this case, 
slrength and humanity are merits. Therefore every 
thing done by Christ to effect the salvation of man, 
was meritorious ! 

Extend the principle farther—The great Author 
of our being and of all things, never did any thing 
incompatible with his being and perfections. A 
contrary course would be wnworthy of aGod! We 
are authorized to say this. For our heavenly Fa- 
ther has said, relative to his goodness towards man, 
“ For mine own sake, will I dod; for how should 
My name be polluted.” Will any one pretend 
that the merits of God are not merits, because He 
has conducted in all things, and in every respect, as 
lis exalted character, being and perfections, de- 
manded or required? We trust not. Reader, the 
Book informs us, (Heb. i. 3.) that Christ, the Son, was 
the “ brightness of glory, and the express image of 
His [the Father’s) vxooraseas,” improperly rendered 
person. The Son, therefore, is the “express image 
of the identical substance of God. If there is merit 
in the substance, there must be merit in the express 


_— 





did Christ say, “ He that hath seen Me, hath seen the 
Father ;” for the Son was His “ express image !”’ 
As much so, as the natural sun, reflected from wa- 
ter, is seen. 
—p>— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
Providence, (R. 1.) Jane 28, 1823. 
BIGOTRY. 

Mr. Editor—A circumstance has lately transpired 
in this town, of such a nature, that it is requisite it 
should be made public. It being thought necessa- 
ry that Br. Bisbe’s Sermon, at the Installation of 
Br. Pickering, should be published, the under- 
signed calied on Mr. Hugh H. Brown, Printer, to 
make a contract in consequence of having a balance 
of a note due him from a partner in the printing es- 
tablishment, of more than sufficient to pay the 
amount of printing. A certain agreement_was en- 
tered into, Mr. Brown, however, seeming to have 
some scruples about printing. the sermon, the con- 
tract was not completed. The above transpired 
previous to the manuscript being received ; which 
was Thursday the 26th inst. when I called on Mr. 
Brown with the manuscript. He observed, that 
he considered the Universalist doctrine, dangerous 
and demoralizing, and he presumed I knew his sen- 
timents, (he being a member of the First Baptist 
Church in this town) but if the sermon did not con- 
tain any attack on particular denominations, he 
would print it. I told him the design of the writer 
appeared to be, to show that the doctrines of endless 
misery, original sin, election and reprobation, and 
vicarious suffering, were the dreams of men, and not 
Bible doctrine, and that those doctrines were errors 
of the church ; after which he shewed me the paper 
he should print it on, and agreed to do the work well. 
I then observed to him, that I respected any man 
who would act upon principle and conscientiously ; 
and when he had read the manuscript, he would be 
better able to decide what it was, and then left him 
with the manuscript ; agreeing, I should have a proof 
sheet on Saturday morning. The next ‘mornmg, 
being Friday, I received the following note : 

“ Sir, on examining the copy which you have left 
with me for publication, and on further considera- 
tion of the subject, I have come to the conclusion 
that I should do violence to my own feelings to pub- 
lish the same ; as I cannot be instrumental of bring- 
ing obloquy and reproach upon those solemn truths 
of the word of God which I esteem too sacred to be 
treated with disdain. The religion which I profess 
requires self denial, and sometimes sacrifices. Had 
the sermon contained nothing more than a defence 
of your system—without attempting to disparage 
what I esteem to be important doctrines, I might, 
perhaps, have published it. As it is, I feel it my 
duty to return the copy. 

Yours, &c. H. H. BROWN.” 

Mr. B. would be understood that he has practised 
the virtue of self-denial—has made a sacrifice, in re- 
fusing to print the sermon. If any sacrifice has 
been made by him in this case, it surely can be no 
other than that of his “ reason” upon the altar of su- 





image of it. If this is not a correct and irresistible 
conclusion, words have no meaning. Well, then, 


peistition. 
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He may be asked if he practises this self-denial 
in regard to what is weekly published in the Provi- 
dence Gazette ? or, as he is professedly orthodox, 
why does he not refuse to publish Theatrical adver- 
tisements when sent to his office? And what sacri- 
tice hashe made? None, certainly in point of in- 
terest—for he unquestionably considers it much 
against his temporal interest to publish such a dis- 
course: and as to his eternal interest, he views him- 
self to be one of the elect, and as such, cannot miss 
the prize. I hope no one will suppose that any 
blame is to be attached to the partner in this estab- 
lishment, for he was perfectly willing (if not anxious) 
to print the discourse. What shall we say, then ? 
Was our brother Brown confident he should have no 
money to receive for the work ? And did he think 
the sermon would not be printed unless he printed 
it; thereby hoping to keep it from public view ? 
And was he also afraid of injuring his business, and 
his standing in the church ? And did he think of the 
author of the sermon as Tertullus thought of Paul ? 
“For we have found this mana pestilent fellow 
and a mover of sedition among all the Jews through- 
out the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes.” TI leave this to the consideration of 
impartial minds, to judge of Mr. Brown’s motives in 
this affair. 

SAMUEL W. WHEELER. 
—<=>—- 
CALVINISM vs. NEW JERUSALEMISM. 


OR, JOHN BURTT, US. WILLIAM BOSWELL. 
A friend at Trenton (N. J.) sent us a pamphkt, 
written by John Burtt, a Calvinist, in reply to Mr. 


Boswell’s pamphlet, &c. These gentlemen are dis- 
puting to no purpose, on the import of a passage 
which is an acknowledged interpoiation, (1 Jobn v. 
7.) and of no more authority than a quotation from 
Robinson Crusoe. Mr. Burtt winds up his saga- 
cious remarks, on a subject that is acknowledged to 
be incomprehensible, as follows—“ You will recol- 
lect that we do not say, that the number three is the 
nuinber one, or that three essences make one essence ; 
but that three persons, or three ineffable modes of 
existence, make one God.” To show the puerile 
absurdity of this man’s logic, we will change the 
things spoken of. Here we have it—* You will 
recollect that we do not say, that the number three 
is the number one, [or any thing like it,] or that 
three apples make one apple ; but that three potatoes, 
or three pumpkins, make one watermelon.” The 
absurdity now glares abominably, The principle 
is weighed in a new balance, and the veil of Calvin- 
istic prejudice and ignorance removed from the 
idol. It is more reasonable to suppose that “ three 
potatoes, or three pumpkins, make one watermelon,” 
than to suppose that “three persons, or three ineffa- 
ble modes of existence, make one God.” We ask, Is 
God made? Who made him? The Calvinist may 
talk of making gods; but we ask, of “the one only 
living and true God,” Is he, or was he, made of 
modes, persons, &c.? 

Mr. Burtt, in p. 5, says, “When we conceive of 
the Father, we indeed conceive of a different Hypos- 
tasis, person, mode of existence, from the Son, and 





from the Holy Spirit,” &c. But, strange to relate, 
this “different” something which is conceived, js 
one and the same thing with that which is so dis- 
similar! Now the watermelon is altogether differ- 
ent from the pumpkins and potatoes, when at the 
same time, the pumpkins and the potatoes are the 
watermelon!!! In early life our imagination was 
outstripped in the description and fancies we read 
in “The Arabian Nights’ Entertainments.” But 
there is nothing to be found in that work, stuffed as 
it is with “ genii, talismans, and wonderful lamps,” 
which can compare with Mr. Burtt’s pious necro- 
mancy. 

Mr. Burtt introduces the opinions of several wri- 
ters who lived early in the Christian era. Now we 
shall make short work with this hypothesis. The 
God we worship is “ONE ONLY.” We have his 
positive unequivocal declaration, that “besides Him 
there is NONE ELSE.” We believe that God 
himself is better acquainted with his own existence 
and being, than Mr. Burtt, or Mr. Burtt’s ancient 
writers; or even the Rev. Doctor Hooper Cum- 
ming, M. A.! And farther, the God we worship, 
was never made of modes nor persons. We leave 
it to the reader to decide, how near men approxi- 
mate to rationality, when they talk of having a god 
who is indivisible, and, at the same time, made of 
modes, persons, and consisting of three parts! !! 

Mr. Burtt, as a Calvinist, believing the final des- 
tiny of both elect and non-elect, was irrevocably 
fixed before any of the human race were ushered 
into being, very consistently warns Mr. Boswell 
of the danger of his elect or non-clect soul, and 
wishes him to take care of it! 

Mr. Burtt has something to say of the “ vicarious 
sacrifice and imputed righteousness of Christ,” &c. 
Mr. Burtt says, “Death is the penalty which the 
sinner must suffer, either in his own person, or in 
that of a proper substitute.” Ah! Where did Mr. 
Burtt learn this? Mr. Devil, what is your doctrine, 
which the good pious folks of our day say, the 
wicked Universalists preach? Devil. Why, I preach, 
that “ ye shall not surely die.” How is this? Shall 
not sinners surely die? Ans. Mr. Burtt. “Jesus 
suffered in the stead of sinners.” Well, the Devil 
on the whole, was right. It is certainly slander to 
accuse the Devil of lying, if Mr. Burtt tells the 
truth. They both preach the same doctrine, and 
will stand or fall together. Now we say, the Devil 
was a liar! “The soul that sinneth it shall die.” 
Reader, take Paul, that honest old man of old 
times, who never was disgraced by being called 
Doctor of Divinity, and the Reverend Mr. Paul; 
and who neither was a pander for himself nor others, 
to obtain the “goats milk,” and live in the smiles 
and purses of the people. Paul, what sayest thou ? 
What is thy opinion of this matter? Do all sinners 
die, or not? You was a sinner Paul, and being an 
honest man, you were willing to own it. How did 
it fare with you, when you sinned? Ans. Paul. “J 
died.” Rom. vii. 9. We hazard the declaration, that 
Paul will lay on Mr. Burtt’s hands. Pray, friend 
Burtt, how happened it, that so good a man as you 
will acknowledge Pau! was, could receive no benefit 
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from the “ vicarious sacrifice” of Christ, who “ died 
in the stead of sinners,” but was oblige@*o die for 
his own sins 2 

In p. 15, Mr. Burtt says, “ All these properties of 
a fit substitute meet in Jesus: as God he is inde- 
pendent, not naturally subject to the law, but the 
fountain of it; therefore he is at his own disposal, 
and capable of becoming a willing substitute, and 
performing a meritorious obedience in the stead of 
others; as man he possesses the same nature which 
transgressed the law, and is therefore capable of 
becoming a proper sacrifice for sin; it being in- 
equitable that any other nature should suffer than 
that which had disobeyed.” 

Now we have Mr. Burtt’s word for this. We 
suppose Mr. Burtt would prove that Christ was 
“not naturally subject to the law,” by the following 
passages, Gal. iv. 4. where it is declared of Christ 
that he was “made under the law.” Matt. iii. 15. 
“It becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” There is 
a very novel idea contained in Mr. B.’s declaration. 
Christ made the law. The law maker is independ- 
ent; he can observe the law, or violate it, just as he 
pleases. Calvinism “ is all of a piece !” 

In p. 16, Mr. Burtt says, “ See, among other 
passages, which might be referred to, Rom. v. 6—8, 
recollecting if you are acquainted with the original, 
that the word huper, rendered for, when used in 
such a connexion, signifies, in the stead of. The 
English word, for, has the same meaning. When 
«aman dies for another, he dies in the stead of an- 
other. ‘When we were yet without strength, in 
due time, Christ died in the stead of the ungodly.’” 

This solution of Mr. Burtt’s smells strong of 
Princeton college. We conjecture that Mr. Burtt, 
to use a homely phrase, was “ smokeing his antago- 
nist.” Is Mr. Boswell ignorant of the original ? 
Will he swallow these Calvinistic dogmas, forsocth, 
because they are sugared over with a half-compli- 
ment? Now, although the Reverend Doctor Hooper 
Cumming will have his nearsighted admirers be- 
lieve, that we Universalists are “ utterly ignorant,” 
&c. we shall venture to teach this gentleman of 
Princeton a little. Reader, the public shall be um- 
pire in this case. Therefore, judge ye, of the fol- 
lowing testimony. Mr. Burtt says, “ the word vase, 
rendered for, when used in such a connexion, sig- 
nifies in the stead of.” So be it. Look at this. 
1 Cor. xv. $8. “ For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures,” &c. Take Mr. 
Burtt’s rule and apply it. Christ died “in the stead 
of our sins.” It was our sins which ought to have 
died, and Christ died “in the stead of our sins!” 
Examine the connexion of the passage in Rom. v. 6. 
The seventh verse follows—“For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die.” The 


apostles died for the cause of Christ; for the cause 
of God. Did they die in the stead of that cause? 
The word means on account of, not in the stead of. 
Quere. What does Rom. iv. 25, mean? “ Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for 


Christ was justified in the stead of man, and that 


man, in consequence, will never be justified? Error 
will not do. 

In p. 16, Mr. Burtt also declares, that “ The Cal- 
vinists do not hold, as their opposers sometimes 
slanderously say, and as your language might insinu- 
ate, that the Lord arbitrarily ordains some to hell, 
without regard to their good or evil. On the con- 
trary, we maintain, that ‘ God is judge of the whole 
earth,’ and that, as such, he condemns and punishes 
the obstinate sinner ; and that there is not a being 
in hell, that is not there by his own fault.’” 

Now we declare that they do hold to this very 
sentiment, and we give their own words to prove 
it. We well know they are ashamed of their abomi- 
nable principles, and will, as in the present case, be 
wilfully guilty of rank falsehood, to escape the in- 
dignation of the honest and honourable part of the 
community! This is, in very deed, “ using great 
plainness of speech.” But these men deserve it, and 
they shall have it! 

(>> “ For all are not created to like estate: but 
to some eternal life, and to some eternal damnation 
was fore-appointed. Therefore, as every man is 
created to the one or the other end, so we say that 
he is predestinated either to life or death.” (Cal. In. 
B. 3. ch. 21. sec. 5.) Now for the merit or demerit, 
of the parties. ‘“ This counsel as touching the elect, 
we say is grounded on his free metcy without any 
respect to the worthiness of the man ; but whom he 
appointeth to damnation, to them, by his jist in- 
deed, and irreprehensible, but also incomprehensi- 
ble judgment, the entry of life is blocked up.” (B. 3. 
ch. 22. sec. 7. and ch. 23. sec. 8.) “The decrees 
were not formed in consequence of any foresight of 
sin or holiness, in the reprobate or elect.” (B. 3. 
ch. 22. sec. 11. and B. 3. ch. 24. sec. 11, 12, 13, 14.) 
Let no Calvinist, in future, have the wickedness, 
the impudence, and the hardihood, to come for- 
ward and deny the above quotations. If they do, 
we shall hold them up to full view, and expose them 
and their abominable principles together ! 

The very learned and consistent Mr. Burtt, as is 
common with those of his doctrine, has very com- 
fortably tumbled into a pit of his own digging. In 
p- 17., speaking of the resurrection, he says, “ A 
spirit is a simple substance, incapable of division.” 
Pray, Sir, how is it that you divide your god, or 
spirit whom you worship, and make three persons of 
him? We advise Mr. Burtt to apply all his reason- 
ing and arguments, which he so manfully used 
against Mr. Boswell’s resurrection, to his doctrine 
of the Trinity! 

In p. 19. Mr. Burtt declares of the soul, that “ it 
is not mortal.” We recommend to him to go to the 
original once more, and learn the definition of the 
word rendered immortality. If the soul is not mor- 
tal, it is immortal, and if immortal, it cannot die. 
Pray, Sir, how will you kill your immortal sinners ? 
They will live in spite of you! Mr. Burtt has one 
expression which no Calvinist can subscribe to, and 
retain his rank Calvinism. He says, speeking of 
God, (p. 19.) that he “is able by his power, and 





our justification.” 


Will any man pretend, that 
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the dust.” When the body is raised, recollect, it 
will be an “ incorruptible, and immortal” body. A 
body that will bid defiance to John Calvin, and all 
his Hells, decrees of reprobation and damnation. 

In p. 20, we read as follows—* You say that man 
goes to heaven or hell ‘as his life has been good or 
evil.’ Then, I am afraid that heaven must be left 
without inhabitant, as far as man is concerned in its 
population. For it is a scripture doctrine, that 
‘ there is none righteous, no, not one: there is not a 
just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not:’ and if heaven be open only for the good, then, 
alas! for man. ‘There is none good but God.’” 
Mr. Burtt here places all men on a level. Now let 
him talk of “ slandering Calvinists.” Pray, Sir, 
look at your decrees, consigning men to hell on the 
one hand, and heaven on the other, according to 
their deserts, and blush for your folly and absurdity. 

Conclusion. If there is any thing pre-eminently 
foolish and vile, and without excuse, it is the denying 
one’s sentiments and principles. Conduct of this 
description justly entitles the timeserving decciver 
to the appellation of hypocrite. It may be termed 
every thing that is dishonourably unjust, and crimi- 
nally dishonest, which has any association or affini- 
ty with the belief or opinions of the party ; and is an 
insuperable bar to every good principle which can 
ascribe glory to God, or sincerely express a desire 
for the welfare and happiness of man. Every arm 
should be raised to resist the progress—every voice 
should be lifted to denounce the promulgation— 
and every heart should be steeled against the re- 
ception, of such abominable practices, principles, 
manners, and systems. The altar of absurdity is 
already deluged with the blood of victims, whose in- 
sanity told the tale of their miseries, and now cries 
for vengeance ! 

ati 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—I was at the meeting-house of Mr. 
Van Velsan, Sunday afternoon, July 13, and for 
once witnessed the truth, that there is a system of 
doctrine which first sprung from Hell. For Mr. 
Van V. to disprove the doctrine of the’ salvation of 
all men, said, he “ would prove that his god did not 
believe the doctrine, nor the Devil, nor the damned 
in Hell did not believe it.” He then said he would 
“ prove it by all the infernal motley brood.” We 
read, “ The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed. He that believeth not shall be 
damned.” Now, as Mr. Van V. does not believe, 
we think his word would do as well as his motley 
brood. 

He likewise warned his people against conversing 
with Universalists ; for, said he, they are going 
about proselyting among the children of God. He 
also said, that “ many a tender-conscienced child of 
God, meeting with them, are led away, and when 
they had gained them they were made two-fold more 
the child of Hell than they are themselves.” Mr. 
Van V. does not believe in falling from grace. He 
declared, that “ Universalists dragged the damned 


out of Hell with all their dirty clothes on.” Now, 
if his dear children of his God, by believing in 4 
God of love, are made two-fold more the children of 
Hell than Universalists are themselves, they mus, 
have on some of their old Calvinistic clothes. 
JOHN C. HENRY. 
—— 

From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
(G ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE 
MINISTRY. 

Plymouth, (Mass.) June 30, 1823. 
REV. HOSEA BALLOU, 

Sir—Though unacquainted with you, I take the 
liberty to address you on the subject of religion, 
hoping you will not take it amiss, as I have lately 
come out in defence of Universal Salvation. 

In my 19th year, (about 8 years ago,) I united my- 
self to the Methodist Episcopal Church; and for 
seven years I have been an official member, and for 
about four years a preacher, in said church: and 
though I can bear testimony to the pious sincerity 
of my brethren in the ministry, and my lay brethren 
in general, such is the imperfection of our discipline, 
that no difference of opinion can be tolerated, es- 
pecially among the ministry ; and on that account I 
find myself under the disagreeable necessity of with- 
drawing my membership, and uniting with some so- 
ciety of more liberal and tolerant views. 

I believe the following are the principal points in 
which I differ from my brethren. 1. I do not like 
Episcopacy. 2. I do not believe in the doctrine of 
the Trinity. 3. I do not believe in total depravity, 


or any other depravity, that makes it necessary for 
us to hate God, previous to a supe:natural conver- 


sion. 4. I do not believe in infinite, nor vicarious 
atonement. 5. I do not believe in supernatural 
conversion. 6. I do not believe there is a wicked 
immaterial being possessing personal identity, whom 
the Lord permits to wander about, and constantly 
counteract his gracious designs ; nor do I believe in 
any other devil, but wicked men, and personified 
principles of evil. 7th, and lastly, I do not believe 
in the unmerciful doctrine of endless punishment. 
The above named points, I consider neither scrip- 
tural nor reasonable. My articles of faith are very 
simple, I believe in one God and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that because he lives we shall live also. 
I have never read any universalist books, except, 
lately, a sermon, and I have never heard any uni- 
versalist preaching, except two sermons at the dedi- 
cation of the new Meeting-House in Boston, a few 
weeks ago. If you will have the goodness to an- 
swer this, this week, and let me know wherein I 
differ from you, and on what condition, I can be 
received as a preacher into the Universalist Church, 
you will oblige me very much. 
ELIPHALET CASE, JUN. 
—j>—- 
From the New-London Advocate. 
RELIGION EXEMPLIFIED. 

The fact is well known through the state, that a 
small Methodist society in Norwich, by an over- 
whelming flood, lost their Meeting-hous€, which 





had been erected by the greatest exertions. It is 
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also as well known, that the subject came before the 
last General Assembly, when a contribution was 
authorized to be taken up, to relieve their spiritual 
distresses. 

There are many of our fellow-citizens who may 
have contracted wrong impressions relative to ad- 
ministering to the wants, and relieving the miseries 
of our fellow-men. If there is any fault in us, it is 
that intolerant spirit, which leads us to believe that 
all persons who do not belong to any particular sect, 
are not entitled to our commiseration. If congre- 
gationalists, we are too apt to despise the Method- 
ists and deride the Baptists. If Episcopalians, the 
hand of charity is too apt te be closed against the 
poor of other denominations. 

The religion which Christ taught, and his disci- 
ples followed, knows but one God, and one Saviour, 
through whose blood all must be saved, or they 
finally perish. 

In the state of Connecticut we recognize in the 
Methodist society, a set of devout and humble wor- 
shippers, whose religious rights and freedom were 
equally secured from oppression, by the constitu- 
tion of our state. When that instrument was 
adopted, it was fondly anticipated that those invidi- 
ous distinctions would be lost with the excesses of 
the day, and give place to the better feelings of the 
heart, which remind us that we are all of one com- 
mon family, and are destined to one common judg- 
ment. 

It is painful to believe that there is one clergyman 
on earth, who desires to behold the substance of his 
people taken from them and sent to some foreign 
clime, while his own brethren are languishing for 
the bread of life. It is humiliating to believe that 
any people can be so lost to a just sense of that 
charity, which “ hopeth all things and endureth all 
things,” as to justify any man in reproaching his 
fellow-christians, when clothed himself in the habi- 
liments of a teacher of the mild precepts of the 
gospel of our Lord and Saviour. 

Last Sabbath day, the Rev. Pastor of a society in 
Canterbury, read the proclamation of the governor, 
authorizing the contributions to enable the poor 
Methodist brethren to rebuild the temple of their 
God, whom they delight to honour: and immedi- 
ately after, addressed the following remarks to his 
congregation ; viz. “ Let it please or displease whom 
it may, I shall observe that this same benevolent 
legislature, who granted the petition of this Meth- 
odist society, for the purpose of building a Meeting- 
house, rejected the petition of the Missionary Soci- 
ety in this state, for the purpose of sending the 
Gospel where they have not avy Meeting-house 
nor preachers—for myself, I shall not give any 
thing !!” 

Having finished this singular address, the Rev. 
Pastor sat down with such apparent ill-humour 
towards the cause, that those who had ever so much 
disposition to comply with the benevolent inten- 
tions of the General Assembly, dared not do it ia 
his presence. 

The Deacon then rose and seconded the views of 


nothing, and he presumed that no one else would.” 
The Parson, however, upon further consideration, 
permitted the Deacon to hold his hat at the door, in 
which was found some time afterward, the sum of 
THIRTY-ONE CENTS!! It is presumed that this was 
not put in until after the donors got out of the 
house. Comment to a Christian community, is 
wholly needless. 

“ He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed, 
For he giveth his bread to the poor.” Solomon. 


—g— 


SALVATION CONSIDERED. 

A correspondent has requested us “to explain in 
the course of the present volume, the different 
meanings of the word saved.” He introduces Jer. 
viii, 20; Matt. xxiv. 18; and Acts xxvii. 31, as pas- 
sages which he considers bave been absurdly applied 
by Arminians, &c. The first, Jer. viii. 20,“ The 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved,” unquestionably has an exchusive appli- 
cation to the judgments of God upon the people 
Israel, at the destruction of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem, and the winding up of the Mosaic econ- 
omy. Christ quoted from the prophets, in his para- 
bles; and his patables generally, having relation to 
the events prophecied, are, in a qualified sense, the 
prophecies in anew dress. The prophecies and the 
parables related to the Jewish nation, except in the 
instances where the Gentiles are distinctly spoken 
of and included. In the connexion [Jer. ix. 11.) 
it is declared, “I will make Jerusalem heaps, a den 
of dragogs ; and will make the cities of Judea deso- 
late.” The reader will please to turn to the para- 
ble and exposition, in Matt. xiii. 24-30; 36-43. 
This parable relates to the same eyent spoken of by 
the prophet. Christ says, “The harvest is the end 
of the world,” avavos. The same world Paul speaks 
of in Heb. ix. 26. and should be rendered age. The 
salvation emphatically means the deliverance the 
Jews expected from the Messiah whom they looked 
for to come, when they rejected the true Messiah. 

The next passage reads as follows—Matt. xxiv. 
13. “ But he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved.” What end? Ans. Paul says, 
of Christ, that he “ appeared in the end of the world 
[the age] to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self.” This relates to the same time and event 
spoken of in Jeremiah, and Matt. xiii. It would 
now be superfluous to prove that the destruction of 
Jerusalem is spoken of, and the salvation, an escape 
from the miseries there endured. 

The passage from Acts xxvii. 31, “ Paul said to 
the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these 
abide in the ship ye cannot be saved ;” is explained 
in the connexion. It was “the ship men ;” the sail 
ors, if you please, who were about leaving. Had 
they left the ship, none would have remained to 
manage her, the residue being unacquainted, and 
they would have been drowned as a matter of 
course. To say that the salvation of the souls of 
the passengers depended on the exertion of the © 





His Reverendship, and added, “ that he should give 


sailors. wonld be absurd. 
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From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
CORRUPTIONS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

“ I have just read,” says John Wesley, in one of 
his Journals, “ Mr. Baxter’s history of the Coun- 
cils ; it is utterly astonishing, and would be altogeth- 
er incredible, were not his vouchers beyond all ex- 
ception. What a company of erecrable wretches 
have they been! For one cannot give them a better 
name, who have, in every age since that of St. Cypri- 
an, taken upon them to govern the Church. How 
has one Council been perpetually cursing another, 
and delivering all to Satan, whether predecessors 
or cotemporaries, who did not implicitly receive 
their determinations, tuough generally trifling, 
sometimes false, frequently unintelligible, and selt- 
contradictory ! Surely Mahometamism was let loose 
to reform the Christians, and I know not but Con- 
stantinople has gained by the change.” 

Such were the sentiments of the pious and learn- 
ed Wesley, the founder of Methodism. This emi- 
nent servant of God has been in his grave about 32 
years. While he lived, his orthodox enemies lavish- 
ed on him every opprobrious epithet of abuse then 
known. In order t> render him unpopular and 
even horrible tothe English vulgar, they called him 
a Jesuit! Had he lived in our own times, the Ame- 
rican orthodox would have dubbed him an infidel! 
They would not have called him a Jesutt, for the 
orthodox vulgar do not understand the term. The 
infidel is mouthed even to loathing by our male and 
female devotees. It is used as often and as loosely 
as the term rebel was by “ his majesty’s officers” 
during the war of 1775. Perhaps the parallel will 
not end here. The advocates of liberal Christianity 
are fast increasing, and could easily turn the tables, 
and cry infidel in their turn. The result of the re- 
volution showed who were the real rebels and trai- 
tors, and the result of the present religious contro- 
versy will unmask the real infidels. North called 
our fathers rebels—Pitt praised their patriotism. 
North’s memory is execrated, while that of Pitt is 
revered. 





——- 
“ One is your Master, Christ.” 

We are sometimes told that we are too hard, in 
our remarks, en the holy men of the day. The 
Reverend Doctors. The fact is, these reverend gen- 
tlemen are so amalgamated with their errors, and 
the affinity of the parson is so great with his opinions 
and practices, in the opinion of our censors, that no 
distinction can be kept up, but the parson, his fol- 
lies and extravagances, make one man. Now we 
view things differently. For instance, take the 


Reverend Doctor Spring. We make a duality. | Ralp 


The Reverend Doctor is the gentleman we deal with. 
Brother Gardiner Spring is entitled to our warmest 
sympathies. We wish him ail the real enjoyments 
and pleasures of the passing scene ; and we rejoice, 
that another and a brighter day will dawn upon his 
benighted mind, and usher him into a state of pure, 
unbounded, and glorious philanthropy and benevo- 
lence. Br. Hooper Cumming, and all our breth- 
ren, whether Reverend Doctors or Reverends, or 
plain laymen, however they may now differ from 


us in sentiment, are included in our good wishes 
and sympathy. But—the Reverend Doctors, wher 
they mount the wild horse of their fancied dignity, 
and ride over their fellows, need, and shall have, a 
wholesome trimming. 

—>>— 

Died, in Cumberland, (R. I.) on the morning of 
23d June, Br. Asa Wheaton. It is not a year since 
he received from the General Convention of Uni- 
versalists, a Letter of Fellowship as a preacher of the 
gospel “ of great joy, which shall be to all people ; 
but it has pleased the Lord of the harvest to call his 
labourer to rest in the morning of his day. Let not 


our hearts repine. Chris. Intell. 
i 
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Occasioned by the laying of the Corner Stone of the New 
Church, now building for the use of the “ Second Soci- 
ety of United Christian Friends, in the city of N. York’ 


O may a comely edifice arise 

Upon this hallowed consecrated ground ; 
May incense here be wafted to the skies, 

Here may the votaries of the Truth be found ; 
Here may the champions of the Cross appear, 

Here may the gospel’s standard be unfuri'd, 
And while it waves, this motto may it bear, 

* Salvation to a Jost rebellious world.” 


Never may hydra-headed Error here, 

Poison the air with his pestiferous breath, 
And fill the mind with a terrific fear, 

Scattering around his firebrands, arrows, death - 
May Truth, refulgent as the sun at noon, 

And showers of Wisdom from the heavens above, 
The grateful heart in notes sincere attune 

To praise our Ged, whose gracious name is Love. 


May unity, and peace, and love divine, 
Pervade the children who shall worship hete, 
And may this branch of Zion’s fruitful vine, 
Adore our God with holy filial fear : 
Built on a rock—let angry foes assail, _ 
Let Satan's slavish vassals rage and foam ; 
The gates of hell can never here prevail, 
Jesus our Saviour is the Corner Stone. 
E.S.G. 
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